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 Chuck Wilson is Dell City ISD’s new Ag science 
teacher and FFA coordinator. He’s also an assistant coach. 
In a community built on agriculture, and a school with a 
proud FFA history, Wilson brings years of experience, and 
he hopes he can share his passion for teaching and coach-
ing with Dell City students for years to come.

 Ag courses are unique from other classes – 
they’re an opportunity for students to receive practical 
career training. Wilson said he and school administrators 
know that college isn’t necessarily the right destination for 
all students. Some Dell City students are already planning 
for farming jobs, or work in the oil field. Wilson said that 
it’s his responsibility to equip young people to flourish in 
those positions.

 “We need to let kids 
know that education is not 
necessarily college,” he said. 
“Education is getting a skill 
that allows you to do what 
you want to do. If that means 
going to college and becom-
ing an engineer or a teacher, 
great – but don’t think you 
have to.”
 Ag is also distinct from other subjects in the 
flexibility it gives teachers. Wilson said he’s tailoring his 
courses to the Dell Valley community, so that students 
can come out of his classes with the skills to succeed in 
the local economy. Dell City students that go into farming 
or ranching should not only be able to do the demanding 
work it requires, he said, but “to understand what they’re 
doing, and why.” Ultimately, Wilson said, that benefits 
both young people, and local employers.
 “If we’re not producing students knowledgeable 
in those fields when they come out of high school and go 
to work, then we’re letting the community that supports us 
down,” Wilson said. “Down the road, skill and experience 
equals a little bit bigger paycheck, and the smarter the 
employee, the better off the business is going to be.”
 Lucrative oil field work is a draw for Dell City 
students. Wilson said that, in the future, the school’s Ag 
program may offer students industry-recognized certifica-
tions. It would “be another way we can give our kids that 
leg up,” Wilson said.

Wednesday, Oct. 10, at 5:30 p.m.
Parents, family and 

community members welcome!

 The evening will begin with 
a “meet and greet” in Cougar Gym, 
including live entertainment from Dell 
City School students, staff and parents. 
At 6 p.m., parents can visit 
students’ classrooms, and 
pick up report cards for the 
first six weeks of the school 
year. Join in!

Robotics is 
back!

see page 2
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High Schoolers Look to the 
Future, at El Paso Job Expo

Dell City High student Christian Mendoza 
performed “surgery,” at a University Medical 

Center booth at a career fair this month.

 Dell City High School hit the 
road Sept. 19, as students in grades 
9 through 12, joined by teachers Joe 
Czubinski and Edgar Alvarez, traveled to 
El Paso to attend a career expo hosted by 
Workforce Solutions.

 There was an impressive range 
of employers and careers represented at 
the event – from TxDOT, El Paso Elec-
tric and the Border Patrol, to University 
Medical Center, the El Paso city attor-
ney’s office and the culinary arts program 
at El Paso Community College. 
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 Above, members of the Dell City School chapter of the FFA. 
Back row, from left to right, Maxine Burford, chapter vice president; 
Victoria Jaelyn McCarty, secretary/ reporter; Kolby Mansell, treasurer; 
Michelle Burford, president; and Kaysie Burford. Front row, Esteban 
Morales and Shania Vargas. Have a great year, Dell City FFA!

Dell City School Ag teacher 
Chuck Wilson, with one of the 

anatomy models he introduced in 
his classroom this month.  

Dell City School Robotics Program 
Kicks Off its Third Year

New Tools for Dell City Ag Students
 Dell City Ag science 
teacher Chuck Wilson, who 
joined the district this year, is 
re-energizing the school’s Ag 
and FFA programs. This month 
he introduced instructional mate-
rials that are giving his students 
new hands-on learning opportu-
nities.
 The supplies, pur-
chased from a company called 
Realityworks, include a “virtual 
reality welder.” The welding 
simulator enables students to 
learn proper welding techniques 
and to refine their skills, in a safe 
environment, and without the 
need for consumable materials 
like metal and gas. The virtual 
welder connects to the new 

“smartboard” in Wilson’s classroom, and records assessments and 
provides immediate feedback to students on how they’re doing. 
 Wilson said the new device won’t replace the real thing – 
but it does give him and his students increased flexibility.
 “If it’s too cold or too hot in the shop, we have the ability to 
teach indoors,” Wilson said. “It takes the weather factor out of it.”
 The virtual welder may prove particularly useful for begin-
ning students. 
 Livestock-production and vet-med students also have new 
materials to work with. Wilson’s classroom has three anatomical an-
imal models, of a cow, a pig and a cat. The models can be separated 
at the mid-line, and feature realistic details of external and internal 
anatomy, including reproductive and digestive systems and organs. 
The models are another way for Dell City Ag students to increase 
their practical understanding of the material they’re studying.

Dell City FFA 2018-2019

 The Dell City School 
robotics program swung into 
its third year last week, when 
interested students and the 
program’s new faculty leader, 
teacher Mehmet Ozer, gathered 
for an organizational meeting 
in the school library.
 Though the Cougar 
robotics program is relative-
ly new, it’s already made its 
mark. Dell City teams stunned 
opponents in the regional 
competition last year, besting 
schools with longstanding pro-
grams and, in the case of one 
Cougar team, placing in the top 
10 among more than 60 teams. 
In robotics, students design and 
build robots with kits, and pro-

 Mehmet Ozer, a new teach-
er at Dell City ISD, is leading the 
school’s robotics program. Above, he 
gathered with interested students at 
an organizational meeting Sept. 21.

gram the devices to complete specific tasks as swiftly and efficiently 
as possible. 
 About 10 elementary and middle school students plan to 
participate this year, and at the meeting Friday, Sept. 21, students 
indicated the roles they were most interested in. Roles include pro-
grammer, builder and operator, among others. Ozer said the school 
may also have a high-school robotics team.
 Ozer, who serves as special-education teacher during the 
school day, is new to the district, and this will be his first experience 
leading a robotics program. But the position aligns with his passions 
and expertise. He’s assisted with robotics programs before.
 Ozer is currently pursuing a PhD at UTEP – focused on 
“STEM” education, or connecting students with science, technology, 
engineering and math. Connecting students with STEM is one of the 
central goals of the robotics program.
 Electronic devices are woven into young people’s daily 
lives, Ozer said, but robotics allows them to interact with electronics 
from “the inside,” rather than simply as users. 
 “They have an opportunity to work hands-on,” Ozer said. 
“At home, they ask us, ‘Hey Daddy, hey Mommy, how does the TV 
work?’ We can explain it to them – but here they have a chance to 
understand it.
 “This is an opportunity for kids to understand how things 
actually work,” he said, “and they can transfer this knowledge into 
other aspects of life.”
 Robotics can also spark or cultivate a student’s interest in 
science and engineering, leading to a lifelong interest or career. Ozer 
said that there is a shortage of young people pursuing STEM careers 
in the United States.
 “We need stronger students in those areas,” he said. “In 
robotics, we’re creating an  awareness for our students to choose a 
STEM major in college. We’re creating that interest for them.”
 Ozer said robotics is a particularly good offering in a rural 
area.
 “It’s an opportunity for our students to have a wider per-
spective,” he said.
 The robotics team will begin with twice-weekly gatherings, 
after the school day, and Ozer said the team may meet three times a 
week as competitions draw near.
 Good luck, Dell City robotics team!
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 A veteran educator, now in her 
18th year of teaching, Tesha Czubinski 
is part of the backbone of the Dell City 
School. As a teacher of kindergarten, first, 
second and third grade students, she’s set 
the school’s youngest minds on a course 
of lifelong learning, and she’s a mentor – 
providing advice, and comfort – to new 
teachers at the district. Her achievements 
were celebrated this summer, when, along 
with other outstanding educators in Huds-
peth and El Paso counties, she was honored 
as a “Teacher of the Year.”
 The adventure began last spring, 
wh
en Czubinski’s Dell City School colleagues 
selected her to represent the district. As part 
of the teacher of the year process, admin-
istered by the regional Education Service 
Center in El Paso, Czubinski was asked 
to write short essays, answering questions 
about her perspectives on education and her 
teaching philosophy. She was interviewed 
and filmed in the classroom. There was 
a photo session. And, in front her fellow 
nominees and other educators, she spoke 
about her teaching journey at a “meet and 
greet” in El Paso. 
 She said it was an engaging – if 
challenging – process. Condensing her 
thoughts into brief essays wasn’t easy.
 “I could sit and talk about edu-
cation all day long,” Czubinski said, “so it 
was kind of hard to limit that to just a few 
words.”
 And speaking publicly about her-
self, and her accomplishments, didn’t come 
naturally.
 “I love to talk about my profes-
sion, but to brag about myself – that’s not 
why teachers do what they do,” she said.

 The experience culminated with a 
banquet Aug. 11 at the El Paso Convention 
Center. It was a black-tie event – “it looks 
like the Oscars,” Czubinski said – and she 
was joined by her family and Dell City 
ISD Supt. Ruben Cervantes. She was also 
invited to bring one of her students.
 “I practically had to pick names 
out of a hat – I could have chosen so 
many,” she said. She brought Aurora Bell, 
now a third grader. “Being able to bring 
her was awesome,” Czubinski said. “To 
be there with one of your students – this is 
what it’s all about.”
 Czubinski said she was “treated 
like a rock star” – and that the experience 
was “overwhelming.” But as much she ap-
preciated the attention, it was the selection 

by her Dell City colleagues that meant the 
most to her.

 “These are the people that know 
me and work with me,” she said. “I told 
my husband, it didn’t mean as much to me 
at the regional level as it did at the district 
level.”
 In selecting her as the district’s 
teacher of the year, Czubinski’s colleagues 
were honoring her remarkable work in the 
classroom – the dynamic and nurturing en-
vironment she creates, the new readers she 
fosters. They were also celebrating the way 
she supports new and first-year teachers, 
the ballast she provides. She’s a mentor in 
both formal and informal ways.

 “I feel like they’re comfortable 
enough to come to me if they need help,” 
Czubinski said, “whether that’s with 
instruction, or when they’re upset and 
stressed, and we just fix the problem. I tell 
them, ‘Here are some ideas, but please 
make it your own – every teacher has their 
own flavor of teaching.’”
 “They can come and visit with 
me if they need to,” she said, “and I don’t 
judge. I know how hard it is – I was there 
before.”
 Czubinski joined Dell City ISD 
four years ago – and she and her family are 
a big part of the school. Her husband, Joe, 
is the school’s athletics director and history 
teacher. Their oldest son, Chris, is school 
custodian. Their middle son, Trever, began 

his teaching career last year, as secondary 
English and language-arts teacher. And 
their youngest son, Reilly, is a Dell City 
School senior.
 Czubinski’s passion for teach-
ing was in part sparked by her husband’s 
experience. Early in their marriage, with 
young children, Tesha worked while Joe 
studied education at Angelo State Universi-
ty. When Joe graduated and took a teaching 
position, Tesha began her studies at Angelo 
State. She started as a nursing student. But 
listening to her husband’s stories made 
Czubinski reconsider her path.

 “He would come home and have 
these wonderful stories – and I just didn’t,” 
Czubinski said. “He made it look like so 
much fun. He would talk about how he 
touched these kids’ hearts, and I wanted to 
do that.” 
 Czubinski said that changing her 
major and career plan was without a doubt 
the right decision.
 “I’ve loved teaching ever since,” 
she said. “It’s so gratifying – it’s like magic 
to me. It’s truly, truly my passion.”
 In her 18-year career, Czubins-
ki has worked with students from pre-K 
through seventh grade. She’s teaching 
second and third graders this year. Early 
elementary students make “giant steps” 
in their learning, she said, and that makes 
teaching them especially exciting.

 “I love that you see the growth so 
much faster,” she said. “They’re so eager 
to learn. It doesn’t matter what I have for 
them – they have that energy and that ex-
citement for everything. They’re like little 
sponges, and it never ceases to amaze me, 
what they can pick up, and how quickly 
they pick it up.”

 Czubinski’s approach to teach-
ing has changed over the years, as ideas 
in the field of elementary education have 
changed. In her college years, the emphasis 
was on lecturing to students – “I lecture to 
you, and you do what I’m telling you to 
do,” she said. Now, the philosophy is more 
“hands-on” – young students are allowed to 
take more initiative in their own learning. 
It’s an approach at which Czubinski excels.

 “We give them more credit now 
for their learning than we did years ago,” 
Czubinski said, “and they go further than 
we would ever have taken them.”

Honoring Tesha Czubinski, Outstanding Educator

Tesha Czubinski was selected as Dell City 
ISD “Teacher of the Year” last year. Above, 
Czubinski with Supt. Ruben Cervantes, at a 
gala event celebrating teachers of the year 

from Hudspeth and El Paso counties.

continued on page 7



 Dell City ISD held the year’s first 
“Coffee at the School” Sept. 12, and, in a 
casual setting, parents and school adminis-
trators had a chance to share ideas for taking 
education at the Dell City School to the next 
level.
 Supt. Ruben Cervantes and Princi-
pal Carlos Contreras were on hand, along with 
fellow Dell City ISD staffers Catrina Wilson 
and Parent Liaison Drew Stuart. A total of 
eight parents attended the gatherings, which 
were held at 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. “Coffee at the 
School” will be a regular event, to be held on 
the second Wednesday of each month.
 Cervantes began the morning visit 
by describing his goals for the coming year. 
The district, he said, is planning to offer 
dual-credit courses for high school students 
beginning in the spring semester. The courses 
will count both toward high school gradua-
tion, and for college credit. He said students 
have performed well on the Texas Success 
Initiative Assessment, or TSI, which gauges 
college readiness, and many are qualified to 
take dual-credit courses. Cervantes said he 
has been working with staff at El Paso Com-
munity College to lay the groundwork for the 
dual-credit program.
 Cervantes also said he would be 
seeking support this month from the school 
board to make Dell City ISD a “district of 
innovation.” The core of that initiative would 
be offering students a greater number of 
electives – particularly focused on careers and 
technology. At present, Ag courses are the 
district’s only “CT” offerings. Cervantes said 
Ag is vital, but that he would like to expand 
the offerings by inviting members of the com-
munity to offer instruction in areas in which 
they have expertise. He mentioned courses in 
law enforcement as one area the district could 
pursue. 
 Parents also expressed their 
thoughts and concerns. One parent inquired 
about the fate of the school’s robotics 
program. Robotics was launched two years 
ago as a program for fourth- and fifth-grad-
ers, and Dell City students excelled in the 
new initiative. The program had been led by 
teacher Benancio Benavidez. Benavidez left 
the school this summer, and parents were 
concerned about the program’s future in his 
absence.

 Contreras said the school is con-
tinuing the robotics program. He said that 
Mehmet Ozer, the district’s new special-ed-
ucation teacher, will lead the program. And 
he said Dell City will be partnering with Mon-
tana Vista Elementary. Dell City will continue 
to have its own robotics teams, but the two 
schools can share ideas and resources.
 Parents also inquired about steps the 
district might take to keep parents and family 
members informed about upcoming events. 
School administrators said they were explor-
ing re-activating the “all-call” system, which 
sends phone and text messages to families 
with updates on school happenings. Cervantes 
said that the Regional Education Service Cen-
ter in El Paso is currently rebuilding the Dell 
City ISD website – and that the new website 
will include a calendar of events. Contreras 
also mentioned the school’s new newsletter, 
published every two weeks. Newsletters will 
include information on upcoming events, as 
well as stories on student activities and school 
staff. 

 The conversations continued in the 
evening session. Parents and school staff dis-
cussed ways to improve offerings for gifted and 
talented students, as well as how to motivate 
students to plan for the future – whether on a 
career or college track. Contreras discussed 
organizing a “college road trip,” to take high-
school students to visit college and university 
campuses in the region. One parent mentioned 
bringing representatives of the U.S. military 
to campus, to discuss military careers with 
Dell City students. Parents also talked about 
increasing district efforts to connect students 
with scholarships for post-secondary education 
– and helping students to apply for financial 
aid.  
 At both gatherings, administrators 
discussed their eagerness for parents and family 
members to become volunteers at the school. 
Contreras said parents can become involved 
in ways that suit their schedules and interests. 
After a background check, a parent volunteer 
would receive a badge to work on campus.

Dell City School’s Red Cross Youth Club 
Gears Up for Second Year of Service

 The Dell City School Red Cross Youth Club held an organizational meeting for the new 
school year earlier this month, and the group is gearing up for a second year of supporting the Red 
Cross mission – and of contributing to the safety and well-being of the Dell Valley community.
 Under the leadership of teacher Dr. Edgar Alvarez, the club has a dozen members this 
year. They met Sept. 6 to elect officers, and to hear from Rachel Link, volunteer services special-
ist for the Red Cross’ El Paso chapter.
 Christian Mendoza, a junior this year, was reelected club president. Manuel Nuñez will 
serve as vice president.

Parents, Staff Share Ideas, 
at “Coffee at the School”

Dell City students last year at a CPR and 
“Stop the Bleed” training organized by the 
Red Cross Youth Club and Dell Valley EMS.

 Link shared with club members some 
of the Red Cross’ priorities for the year. In our 
region, house fires are the most common disasters 
to which the Red Cross responds, and fire pre-
paredness and prevention are top local goals. Last 
year, youth club members canvassed the com-
munity and helped install free smoke detectors in 
two dozen Dell City homes, as part of the “Sound 
the Alarm” initiative. The club will continue that 
initiative this year, and the club plans to extend 
the distribution of free smoke detectors to the 
Desert Haven community. “Sound the Alarm” is 
planned for later this fall.
 The club will also participate in the 
“Pillowcase Project.” The project is sponsored by 
Disney, and teaches elementary students about 
disaster preparedness and safety skills. The Red Cross club members will be trained, and then 
will teach their younger schoolmates. At the end of the course, each elementary student receives 
a sturdy pillowcase – with a Disney theme – in which they can assemble a personal emergency 
supplies kit.
 When it was formed last year, the Dell City Red Cross club was the only such club 
in the region. Del Valle High School in El Paso now has a club as well. But as one of only two 
local youth clubs, the Dell City club may travel to lead “Pillowcase Project” events at other area 
schools.
 The club partnered with Hudspeth County Emergency Services District #2 last year for 
CPR and other training, and Alvarez said the club will continue emergency-medical activities this 
year. He said club members will receive “hands-only” CPR training – the current recommenda-
tion from medical experts is that people without advanced training should use only compressions 
in CPR. After the training, the club members will have the skills to teach CPR to younger Dell 
City students.
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 Wilson’s youngest Ag students – 
sixth and seventh graders – take “Career 
Portals.” It’s a new course for Wilson. 
Students are learning about more than 
40 different careers. Professionals – both 
from within and outside the Dell Valley 
community – will visit the classroom and 
tell students about the work they do. It’s 
a chance for students to think about their 
own future in the work world.

 Eighth-grade students take 
“Principles of Ag.” Veterinary medicine 
and livestock production are available to 
freshmen and sophomores. Dell Valley 
youth often say they’d like to work with 
animals, and the vet med class helps 
students connect that impulse to a career 
path. Wilson said students may not be 
able to go home and do surgery after the 
vet med course, but they will develop 
skills to treat and care for animals. Even-
tually, Wilson said, the school may make 
it possible for high school students to 
become certified veterinary technicians.
 This year’s junior and seniors 
are taking shop class. But Wilson and his 
students “talk about fabrication in all our 
classes,” he said, “and everybody gets a 
little bit of shop time.”

 As FFA coordinator, Wilson 
wants to give students opportunities for 
leadership and initiative. He said Dell 
City FFA has a history of excellence, 
both in stock shows and in regional FFA 
competitions. He wants to reclaim that 
tradition.
 “We will do projects, we will do 
contests, we will stock show,” he said. 
“These county stock show, it’s just like 
a football game – it’s about community 
pride.”
 At the heart of FFA is devel-
oping students’ “self-starting ability,” 
Wilson said.

 “The stock shows especially 
foster that in our kids,” he said,  “because 
it gives our kids that sense of responsibil-
ity, of motivation, ownership and pride. 
It’s something they have their hands on, 
and when they get to place, when they go 
to sale, they have the reward system as 
well. They’ve earned it.”
 For FFA to succeed, family and 
community support are essential, Wilson 
said. Whereas 4-H is parent-led, the FFA 
coordinator is often a “one-man army.” 

Wilson said that, whether families and 
community members donate financially 
or in the form of time or supplies, “we 
just want them to support.”

 “I rely on parents to give me 
that support,” Wilson said. “Kids get 
more motivated to participate and to do 
well if they see the community support-
ing them.” 
 Wilson loves coaching. He’s 
working with DCISD Athletics Direc-
tor Joe Czubinski, and fellow Assistant 
Coach Trever Czubinski, in the Cougar 
football program, and Wilson said he 
“clicked with the Czubinski family right 
away.” In fact, he said, that connection 
applies to all his colleagues at the Dell 
City School.

 “We all kind of clicked,” Wilson 
said. “We’re all pretty close-knit.”
 Raised in Plains, Texas, 70 
miles southwest of Lubbock, Wilson 
has agriculture as a family tradition. His 
grandfather was a rancher, and he’s “been 
around animals all [his] life.”

 After high school, Wilson took 
a crack at college, and then enlisted in 
the Marines. The military was a good 
fit. Wilson “enjoyed the military way 
of life,” he said, and planned to make a 
career of it. But after an injury, he was 
compelled to leave the Marines. 
 Back in West Texas, Wilson 
began to “chase the oil field dollar.” He 
spent 15 years in the oil-and-gas industry. 
He worked across West Texas and New 
Mexico, doing “everything from roust-
about to drilling to equipment operator.” 
But oil-field work was always “just a 
job,” he said. Wilson and his wife Catrina 
have four children. The oil field kept 
Wilson away from home for two to three 
weeks at a time. It was finally the sepa-
ration from his family that led Wilson to 
leave the oil field.

 “I was running all over every-
where,” he said. “I pride myself on being 
a dad, and I was missing Christmases, 
missing birthdays, missing school pag-
eants.”

 Wilson had volunteered as a 
coach for his daughters’ T-ball teams, and 
he’d found the experience to be deeply 
rewarding. He began to think about a 
career as a coach and teacher.

Mr. Wilson, continued from page 1  “I started noticing that I got a 
feeling of pride,” he said of coaching 
T-ball, “not with my own kids, but seeing 
the light bulb go off with these other kids 
that you’ve worked so hard with. I knew 
I wanted to be a coach.” 

 Wilson thought about his own 
agricultural background, and remem-
bered his high school Ag teacher, who’d 
impacted his life and the lives of so many 
of others. He enrolled at Texas Tech 
University in 2007, and, with Catrina 
working to support the family, Wilson 
completed his degree, and became an Ag 
teacher. 
 Wilson said that in teaching and 
coaching, he finds a fulfillment that he 
never knew in the oil field.

 Then, he said, “if they gave me 
10 days for sick days, I used them. In the 
last five years, I’ve used one sick day.” 
 “There’s something about 
walking in and seeing these kids,” Wilson 
said. “I thoroughly enjoy every minute of 
it. It’s not just education – these students 
become our kids. It’s about seeing each 
one of them evolve as a person.”

 Since 2011, Wilson has taught 
and coached at several schools, including 
in Brownwood and in May, Texas. But he 
made a special connection in 2014-2015, 
when we taught at the Sierra Blanca 
School. Wilson is a “small-school guy,” 
he said, and the people and culture of 
Hudspeth County felt familiar and natu-
ral. It’s clear now that “the borderlands 
are home,” he said.
 So when the Dell City opportu-
nity arose this summer, he leapt at it. 

 Wilson’s oldest son is working 
at the Hudspeth County jail, and his three 
younger children are students in Sierra 
Blanca. He and Catrina, who also works 
at the Dell City School, have their home 
in Sierra Blanca, but Wilson maintains 
an apartment in Dell City. He said he 
wants Dell Valley parents and community 
members to know that he is “100-percent 
dedicated to our students, to their kids.”
 And he said wants to dig in at 
Dell City ISD. 

 “My wife has informed me she’s 
not moving again – and I don’t want to 
either,” Wilson said. “This is my last 
stop.”



High Schoolers to Take 
“ASVAB” Test Oct. 19

 It will be critical for students in-
terested in joining the military, but valuable 
for all Dell City high schoolers.

 On Oct. 19, Dell City students 
grades nine through 12 will take the Armed 
Services Vocational Aptitude Battery, or 
ASVAB. Some portions of the test – fo-
cused on reading and math – determine 
whether an individual is qualified to enlist 
in the U.S. military, while other sections 
assess whether an individual qualifies for 
certain military occupational specialties. 
But Principal Carlos Contreras said that the 
test is a “good diagnostic” for all students, 
including those not interested in joining 
the military. The test, he said, can highlight 
areas of special aptitude or a skill. 

 “A student who maybe hasn’t con-
sidered becoming a mechanic may discover 
they have a strong aptitude in that area, for 
example,” Contreras said. “Then, they can 
think more seriously about a career there.”

 A coordinator from the military’s 
Career Exploration Program will administer 
the test, which takes about three hours.

 Almost all of the presenters at the 
job fair, which was held at the Epic Rail-
yard downtown, engaged the students in 
interactive ways. Students tried their hand 
with video cameras at the booth of a local 
film production company, and got a feel for 
the challenges of performing surgery with 
hospital staff. A group of presenters showed 
students how to tie a tie – to be presentable 
for office job interviews. 

 Students had substantial conver-
sations with employers about opportunities 
in the region, and several students said the 
event had changed their thinking about the 
future, and suggested new possibilities.

 Sophomore Kolby Mansell said 
he had been intrigued by the opportunities 
available with El Paso Electric – and by 
the opportunity to work outside, and with 
horses, that the Border Patrol might offer.

 “It was what you made of it,” 
Mansell said of the job expo. “I thought I 
was meaningful, and really helpful.” 

Attendance Matters!

 The Dell City School tracks 
attendance on the attendance board, in 
the main office. 
 Parents and family mem-
bers are reminded that their student’s 
success, and the success of the school, 
depend on good attendance!

Dell City School 
Parents & Family Members

Please Join Us 
Wednesday, Oct. 10 at 5:30 p.m. for

OPEN HOUSE
“Meet and Greet” in Cougar Gym

Recognition for Honor Roll & Perfect Attendance

Visit Your Student’s Classrooms

Collect Six-Week Report Cards

Thank You for 

Your Support of the School!

And – 

Enterta
inment 

fro
m Students, 

Staff &
 Parents!

Job expo, continued from page 1
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A Night of Victory for the Cougars
 It was a good night for Cougar sports.
 The Cougar volleyball squad faced the Valentine Pirates at home Friday, Sept. 21, 
while the Cougar six-man team traveled to El Paso to play Faith Academy – and both teams 
scored their first wins of the regular season.
 The volleyball team won three sets to one in a hard-fought contest against Val-
entine. It was 25-23, 24-26, 25-21, 25-20. Coach Paula Walston said she hopes her team is 
finding its footing.
 “We’re very proud of our first win,” Walston said. 
 The Cougars face Fort Hancock – a daunting opponent – at their next game, on 
Oct. 5. Good luck, Cougar volleyball!
 While the volleyball team was holding strong at Cougar Gym, the football squad 
was taking its first win of the season, in a roller coaster of a game against the El Paso Faith 
Lions in El Paso.
 The Cougars surged to a commanding early lead, putting up 19 unanswered points 
in the first quarter. But the Lions bounced back, capitalizing on Cougar turnovers to score 30 
points in the second quarter, and they held the lead at the half, 30-25. The Cougars struggled 
in the early minutes of the second half, but found their stride as the half deepened. The team 
scored touchdowns in its three last possessions, and the Dell City defense stepped up – shut-
ting out the Lions altogether in the fourth quarter. A defensive stop at the Dell City 7 yard 
line, at the end of the game, sealed a 43-39 Cougar victory. 
 And a good turnout of school staff and other Dell City fans made the win all the 
sweeter.
 “We scored the last three touchdowns on our last three possessions – what a great 
way to get your first win,” Coach Joe Czubinski said. “The whole team made great plays all 
game long. This was a total team victory.”
 Quarterback Reilly Czubinski ran 17 times, for 190 yards and two touchdowns, 
and threw for three touchdowns. Manny Nuñez had three receptions for 40 yards, Eddie 
Velarde had three receptions for 40 yards, and Caleb Bell had six receptions for 99 yards 
and a touchdown. Rogelio Estrada also had a receiving touchdown. Christian Mendoza led 
the team in tackles with 11, and Kolby Mansell, Ramon DeLuna and Tristan Smetak also 
contributed to the Cougar defensive force with multiple tackles. Great work, Cougars!

“Spirit Line” Energizes Cougar Sports
 Cougar Spirit was roused Friday, Sept. 21, as the entire school came together to 
rally and cheer on their varsity sports teams before the Friday night games.
 Elementary students gathered in the halls and formed a “spirit line” – and yelled 
and cheered as the Cougar volleyball and football teams strode through. A highlight of 
the rally was the new Cougar drum corps, which led the procession. Made up of sixth 
and seventh graders, under the direction of teacher Jacob Walston, the drum line pounded 
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 Reading instruction illustrates 
the approach. Students work in groups – 
Czubinski will work with one group of stu-
dents in “guided reading,” which allows for 
one-on-one attention and rigorous instruc-
tion, while other groups of students focus 
on different skills at “learning stations.” 
Czubinski ensures that students are staying 
on task, and she said students flourish in this 
flexible environment.
 “It can look like chaos, if you 
don’t understand what to look for,” she said, 
“but as long as they’re doing what they’re 
supposed to do, you kind of have to just let it 
go, because they’re kids, and that’s how they 
learn: by speaking to each other, by commu-
nicating, by playing with and manipulating 
things, but taking things apart and putting 
them together.”
 “I tell the new teachers that come, 
‘If you’re tired as the end of the day, you’re 
doing it wrong,’” she said. “‘Sit back and 
watch them – give them a little bit of instruc-
tion, and let them go.’”
 Czubinski wants to help new teach-
ers connect with a profession that has meant 
so much to her.
 “It is a hard job, but it can be so 
rewarding,” she said. “We tell them, ‘Just 
hang in there – it becomes easier as you put 
all the nuts and bolts together.’ It’s not the 
kids – we all go into teaching because we 
love to be with kids, and we want to teach 
them something. It’s the lesson planning, 
the questions of ‘how am I going to teach 
this? What does that look like? What does 
classroom management look like?’ We want 
students to learn routines – but we also want 
to develop that love of school. We want them 
to be lifelong learners.”

Tesha Czubinski with, from left to right, her 
sons Trever, Chris and Reilly.

Tesha Czubinski, continued from page 3

out rhythms that echoed through the halls. Students 
followed the Cougar football team outside, and waved 
them good luck as they pulled out for their game 
against Faith Academy in El Paso, and they cheered on 
the Cougar volleyball team as they prepared for a home 
game against Valentine.



Kettle Corn!
Enjoy delicious sweet and salty popcorn, 

and support the Dell City School junior class!
On sale thrOugh Oct. 12

small
$6

large
$8

X-large
$14

Contact any member of the junior class,
or class sponsors Susie Estrada or Adriana Sanchez 

Delivery Oct. 15
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a big THanks 
 To THe Crabb Family, 
  For oFFering 
   a FlaTbed Trailer 
    For sCHool use 

in THe Fair Parade!

Efforts Underway to Improve 
School Fire Safety

 New smoke alarms will soon be installed through-
out the Dell City School campus – as part of a broader effort 
to improve fire safety. 

 The smoke detectors are provided free of charge 
by the El Paso chapter of the Red Cross. Principal Carlos 
Contreras said a fire marshal will also conduct a tour of the 
school soon, to review conditions and security measures 
that are in place and to make recommendations. Addition-
ally, the district is examining, and may replace, existing fire 
extinguishers on campus.

Coffee at 
the School

Wednesday, October 10
8:00 – 8:30 a.m. 

& 5:00 – 5:30 p.m.

 Dell City School parents, family 
& community members are invited 
to join school administrators for 
coffee the second Wednesday of 
each month.

 It’s a chance to share questions, 
recommendations and concerns – 
and to learn about what’s happening 
at the school!

Students to Take Learning Styles Assessment
School to Launch New GT Program

 Dell City students, K through 12, will take a test 
Oct. 11 known as the “student learner profile.” The test, 
which assesses students’ learning styles, will give teachers 
insight into their students’ strengths and weaknesses, allow-
ing them to plan lessons accordingly, and will also screen 
students for a new “gifted and talented,” or GT, initiative at 
the school.

 The new program will provide enrichment and 
acceleration for academically gifted and talented students. 
Most of the GT instruction will take place in students’ 
primary classrooms, and all Dell City teachers will soon re-
ceive GT training. New teachers will take 30 hours of online 
training, while the school’s veteran educators will take six 
hours of GT training.

 Dr. Edgar Alvarez, the school’s secondary science 
teacher, is GT coordinator, and he will be working with stu-
dents on special projects and activities. Last year, Alvarez 
worked with a number of students in the fourth and fifth 
grade class – those students had been studying “biomes,” 
the plant and animal communities that occupy major habi-
tats or ecosystems, like deserts, oceans and rainforests, and 
Alvarez worked with students to create dioramas represent-
ing specific biomes. Alvarez said it was an example of the 
kind of projects GT students might pursue.

 “The projects will be geared toward what students 
find interesting,” Alvarez said. “The projects should serve 
the purpose of getting students used to thinking creatively, 
and using their talents outside of the regular school curricu-
lum.”


